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In the claims: 


(Thrice Amended) In a player/recorder system having a plurality^ 
audio processing modules each having a plurality of tracks^rna 
each connected to a computer system having a processor and a 
display, a graphical user interface method of centrally controlling 
the tracks of the plurality of audio processinc^fiodules, the method 
comprising: 

generating a first display p^rtiori\orvfefie display by the processor, 
the first display portion includingfa plurality of control boxes each 
corresponding to and controlling/one track of the plurality of audio 
processing modules, Wpe>ein tj/e plurality of control boxes 
corresponding to tbe'foluralit/of tracks of a first audio processing 
module of tP^jMuraliw of/a'udio processing modules may be 
collapsed ipto a single first audio processing module control box 
corresponding to and controlling simultaneously all of the plurality 
of tracks corresponding to the first audio processing module; and 
'generating a second display portion on the display by the 
processor, the second display portion including a central control 
mechanism for substantially simultaneously controlling all of the 
tracks of the plurality of audio processing modules. 
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(Twice Amended) The method of claim 1 further indi 


selecting one of the plurality of control boxes^ 
transmitting a control command associated with the selected 
control box from the combute? system to an audio processing 
module having the/p<*frespondrng track; and 
performing a^funrtiOR^ssiojied to the control command by the 
audic>pfocessing module. 


The method of claim 1 further including/me: 

selecting a record button of a specifio^rack; 

transmitting a record command from the computer system to an 

audio processing module having/Tme specific track; and 

causing the specific traldbj^ord an audio sound by the audio 


processing module. 


The method of claim l/fiirther including: 
selecting the centra j/co/trol melanism; 
transmitting a glotfal/corlrol command associated with the central 


control mechanismfrom the computer system to the plurality of 
audio processij/g modules; and 

in each audio processing module, performing a function assigned to 
the global /antral command by the audio processing module. 
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5. 


The method of claim 1 wherein generating a second display portion 
includes a global play command for co/trollirjg all of the tracks of 
the audio processing modules. 

The method of claim 5 further including: 
selecting the global play command; 
transmitting the global play/command from the computer system to 
the plurality of audio pro/essing modules; and 
in each audio processing moduJe, causing all the tracks to each 
play an audio soundly the^anto-pcocessing module. 



The method of cjaim 1 wherein generating a second display portion 
includes a globfel stop commin^ for controlling one or more of the 
tracks of th/ audio processirL 

In a pla/eWrecorder system having a plurality of 
chnaving [one or more] a plurality of 
input/output ("I/O") channels and each connected to a computer 
system having a processor and a display, a graphical user interface 
method of centrally/controlling the plurality of I/O channels of the 



8. (Thrice Amended 
audio processing md 


plurality of audio processing modules, the method comprising: 
generating a firs/display portion, the first display portion including 
a plurality of control boxes each controlling a corresponding I/O 
channel of t|je plurality of audio processing modules, wherein the 
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plurality of control boxes corresponding to the plurality of . 
channels of a first audio processing module of the plurality of audio 
processing modules may be collapsed into a single first/audio 
processing module I/O control box corresponding to/and controlling 
simultaneously all of the plurality of I/O channels^orresponding to 
the first audio processing module; 

displaying the first display/pt5rt{pnbYthe processor on the display 
for control by a user; 

selecting a control command in a specified control box by the user; 
transmitting the control comynano^from th& computer system to the 
audio processing module haVing - the I/O qhannel corresponding to 
the specified control bl5> 

to the control command by the audio 
processing module yfith respect to the I/O channel. 
(Thrice Amended) In a player/recorder system having a plurality of 
audio processing modules each having a plurality of input/output 
("I/O") channels and each connected to a computer system having 
a processor and a display, a graphical user interface method of 
centrally controlling all of the [one or more] plurality of I/O 
/channels of the plurality of audio processing modules, the method 
comprising: 


performing a task assigned 
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generating a display portion, the display portion including a central 
control mechanism to control all of the plurality of I/O channels of 
the plurality of audio processing modules; 
displaying the display portion by the processor on the/display for 
control by a user; 

selecting the central control mechanism; 
transmitting a global contro[command assorted with the central 

to the plurality of 

audio processing modules 

in each audio processing module, /ausmg all the I/O channels to 
perform a task assigned to the/global .control command. 

10. (Thrice Amended) An apparatus for /controlling a plurality of audio 


control mechanism from the cbmp\ 

ules^amd 


( 


haying 


fality of tracks in a player/recorder 


processing moduli 
system, the apparatus comprising: 
a processor; and 
a display including 
a first display portion produced by the processor, the first display 
portion including a plurality of control boxes each corresponding to 
and controlling one track, wherein the plurality of control boxes 
corresponding to the plurality of tracks of a first audio processing 
lodule may be collapsed into a single control box corresponding to 
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# 



and controlling simultaneously all of the plurality of tracks/ 1 
corresponding to the first audio processing module, ar 
a second display portion produced by the processor/ the second 
display portion including a central control mechanism to 
substantially simultaneously control all of the/plurality of tracks of 
the plurality of audio processing modules 


11. (Twice Amended) The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a 


selection device to select one/of the/control boxes corresponding to 
one of the plurality of tracks Jof the plurality of audio processing 
modules. 


12. The apparatus of claim 11 ^hereinjtoesplection device is a 
keyboard. 

13. The apparatus^oT^auif 11 Whereir>tfie selection device is a mouse. 


14. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 11 further comprising an I/O 
device to transmit a control command associated with the one of 
the control boxes selected by the selection device to an audio 
processing module having a corresponding I/O channel of a 
plurality of I/O channels. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14 whereinarfaudio processing module 
receives the control commarfd and performs a function assigned to 
the control commc 
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16. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprisjpga selection device-to 
select the central control mechanism/ 


17. The apparatus of claim 16/tfrther comprising an I/O de/ice to 
transmit a global control command associated with me central 
control mechapfsm to the plurality of audio processing modules. 


18. (Twice Amended) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein each of the 
plurality of audio processing modules receive the global control 
command and perform a fujjct&vassigned to the control command 
with respect to all of it£correspondir)6 plurality of I/O channels. 


20. (Amended) In a player/ recorder systeh having a plurality of 
embedded boxes (EBXs) eacbi corresponding with a plurality of 
tracks and each connected :o a computer system having a 
processor and a displ^y^aJgJ3pf^ical user interface method of 
centrally controllino/the plurality of tracks of the plurality of EBXs, 
the method comprising: 

generating ayfirst display portion on the display by the processor, 
the first display portion including one or more control boxes and 
one or more EBX control boxes, wherein the one or more control 
boxes correspond to and control a single track of the plurality of 
tracks and each EBX control box of the one or more EBX control 
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boxes corresponds to and controls all of the plurality of tracks^ 
associated with its corresponding EBX of the plurality oftBXs; and 
generating a second display portion on the disolay by the 

doing i 



processor, the second disproportion incldding a central control 
mechanism for simultaneously/ controlling all of the tracks 



21. (Amended) The method of dlaim AO, wherein the control boxes 
corresponding torheplnratity of tracks of a first EBX may be 
collapsejtfntothe EBX control box that corresponds to and controls 
jjjKtf the plurality of tracks associated with the first EBX. 


Docket No.: 80398.P 109 
Application No.: 08/936,708 


9 


